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In order to prevent a nation from destroying this basic cell of society that is created by a family
and also, in order to protect a nation from the dangers of religious wars, we cannot hesitate but we
must stand openly and courageously in defense of Christian marriage. Church history teaches us about
the kind of sacrifices its believers make in its defense. We must be vigilant, faithful and courageous. As
the Apostle tells us, “Be alert! Stand by your faith and be strong!” Just as we have reminded you that it
is from our position today that not only the salvation of our souls depends but also the faith and future
of our nation. Therefore, let us be vigilant so that we need not lament over our negligence. We are living
in difficult times, but if we will be able to work courageously and defend our principle, God will help us
and we will fulfill our destiny and likewise we will influence the destiny of our Nation!”

We can apply these words of the Archbishop of Krakow to the conditions and situations of our
own society. Here, too, does a Catholic upbringing and education lie close to our hearts. We too, must
openly and stubbornly defend the sacredness of marriage and the importance of the family. We, too, in
our daily life, should tie, paste and unite all of society into an army of sincere believers who willingly
dedicate themselves to God, County and Neighbor.
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November 11, 1945
| greet all of you my dear fellow countrymen with the words, “Praised be Jesus Christ.”

Despite the fact that | consider myself a veteran in radio work, | begin this fifteenth series of
talks with a certain anxiety and even some fear. There are serious reasons for such feelings. First of all, |
am well aware of my own inabilities and shortcomings. Secondly, | understand my personal
responsibility in presenting this program. Finally, | foresee many difficulties not only from those who are
open enemies and deceitful individuals, but from the spiteful and damaging moves of those who are
seemingly friendly. Nevertheless, | am confident that with the help of Divine Providence and of those
who think clearly and sensibly, that this missionary work will not only not fail but will continue into the
future for the benefit of our faith and for the good of those who are the listeners of the Rosary Hour. No
prudent and caring person will deny the fact that there is a need for religious programs on the radio.
Such programs prevent mental and moral confusion and show people the way to a normal, quiet and
satisfying life. At the same time, they effectively counteract against programs that spread anti-Godly
principles and teachings against Christ.

Pope Pius XII, on September 4 of this year, during an audience given to officials of the American
radio, among other things had this to say: “Just like every human invention, the radio can become an
instrument of evil, just as it can be an instrument for good. The radio was used and is used to spread
slander, to deceive simple, uneducated people and to disrupt the peace among nations. This is nothing
other than the abuse of God’s gift. May the good results of radio always outweigh the bad, until the bad
becomes so moderate that it finally falls by the wayside.” Now to today’s talk entitled:

ATTACKS ON A PERSON’S HAPPINESS

Once more | take you in imagination to the Vatican. Pope Pius Xl is speaking to a large crowd of
journalists and American correspondents. Listen to the Pope’s admonitions. These are his words: “An
editor, a writer, and a speaker, mindful of the high calling of his profession and of his responsibility to
the thousands and millions of his readers and listeners who believe him, has a great obligation and must
announce nothing other than the truth and only the truth or as much of that truth that can be reached.
Lies and calumny have no place in society. A lying tongue is just like bloody hands, spilling innocent
blood. A just man despises lies. Those who spread lies and deceit, who in their columns offer news that
is interwoven with lies, strikes a mortal blow to the spirit of brotherhood which you are not permitted to
kill since such blows disrupt the peace among nations. If the civil authorities permit such an abuse, than
all of society pays a severe price. The entire world shudders, thinking of its misfortunes. These
misfortunes had and have their source in the written errors and mistakes announced by unscrupulous
writers and speakers.”

In such a way, the Holy Father in these simple and sincere words traced for us a picture of our
society here in these United States. | have in mind the entire American nation, not excusing the Polish
branch. Pick up your first better newspaper, whether daily, weekly or monthly. You find very little in
those columns that is healthy reading. The first sceptic sneers at God, makes fun of the commandments
of God, spits on the Church, assails Christ’s teachings, holds all believers in contempt, tramples virtue
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and everything else that elevates man above the level of the brutal beast. All of this is done intentionally
and systematically, cleverly and continuously. It's not easy and one can’t always recognize the duplicity,
the lies, the slander, the malice and the false heartedness in these printed articles because this is all
hidden in high and chosen words, in phrases that are beautifully pleasing to the ear, in sentences that
are perfectly formed. Then they give this to their readers as a half-bow! of knowledge, progress and
civilization. They willingly and conveniently forget the murderous and lethal results of such conduct.
That kind of teaching, that kind of progress, that kind of civilization leads to the suicides of families,
nations and the entire world.

Isn’t this Second World War a crying proof of my statement? What killed the spirit of
brotherhood among the nations? What suffocated that spirit of obedience in families? What crushed
the meaning of laws in society: Those shallow modern teachings about the self sufficiency of man, of the
purity of blood and race, of the superiority of force over law and similar ideas. Intellectuals boasted
about the great material progress, about their machinery, etc. All of this was then converted to commit
mass murder on defenseless women and innocent children. They were building a twentieth century
civilization on atheistic and anti-religious foundations, just like many centuries before, the proud
builders created the Tower of Babel and with similar sad consequences. They wanted to build a new
civilization, but not this Christian one because, as they insisted, it was already obsolete and antiquated
and did not lend itself to adjusting to the situations and circumstances of present times.

Therefore, they substituted the twentieth century civilization that was characterized by the
Cross of Christ and the teachings of Christ, with a worldly civilization characterized by the swastika, the
broken cross and the rising sun. Equality, brotherhood and love of neighbor were eradicated from the
dictionary of civilization and were replaced by the terms — slavery, hostility or enmity and hatred of
one’s neighbor. They threw God out of the churches and placed the god Mars and the Golden Calf on
their altars. They substituted faith with Reason —and thus it continued endlessly. They changed the
human being, endowed with intelligence and a free will into an automaton or robot and a prisoner and
slave of bling obedience. Thus, modern teaching, progress in machinery and a worldly civilization formed
a wall and held hands against God and His commandments, against Christ and His principles, against the
Church and her teachings, against man and his happiness. They took away his faith, stole his hope and
tore out all of his love. These enemies of God and Christ and the Church accomplished this by the help of
the printed word in the press and by the help of the living word in the radio.

To the faint-hearted, it seemed that this war of perverse people and of rotten minds rebelling
against the Eternal God, the merciful Christ and the persecuted Church will end with the creatures’
victory over their Creator, of all of Judas’ victory over the Savior and of all the executioners’ victory over
the suffering. But, this is not how God ordained it. Suddenly and unexpectedly the powerful forces were
broken. The brainy fellows and the leaders of the revolt against God and Christ, against the
commandments of God and the teachings of the Savior — lost. However, it will take many years before
the wrongs dealt upon people will be straightened out. | doubt whether this present generation will be
able to shake off and cleanse itself from the mental filth, the hardness of heart and the paralysis of the
soul caused by feeding upon and imbibing all those lessons that were morally bankrupt.
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Please listen to a short letter but one that contains such terrible things that a person can’t help
but grit his teeth when he reads of the actions of these “supermen” who stood on the very pinnacle of
education and progress and they carried their derived civilization proudly and loftily before the entire
world. Just listen to this letter:

Gettingen
August 23, 1945

Friend:

A Pole whom you don’t know is writing to you. | am a native of Warsaw and from November 11,
1940 until May 5, 1945 | have been in a concentration camp. | will describe for you how Polish people
lived in these camps and how the Germans treated us. The work in this camp was extremely heavy for
we were working in stone quarries. Besides this heavy work, they mistreated us. There were SS men
who beat and prodded us so that we would all die. This is what they fed us: in the morning — coffee;
lunch — water with turnips; supper — 200 grams of bread. In addition to this, there was roll call three
times every day. Roll call was something sacred for them. If an SS man noticed someone moving about,
he would be immediately kicked and beaten to death. | want you to know that 500 people died every
day in this camp from beatings and from hunger.

| am referring to the concentration camp in (Oswiecim) Auschwitz, here in Poland. Here, nine
million people have been cremated in this crematorium. Besides, there were transports of Jews from
France. These were burned alive in this crematory. This crematory is a huge oven into which they would
throw over 500 people and then burn them. Besides that, they had gas chambers. They would force
people to enter them and they would die of poisoned gas. From that building moaning could be heard
day and night. One could hear people calling upon God and begging for mercy. | personally, was
condemned twice to be burned to death. The first time was in the winter. We were standing outside in
22 degrees of freezing weather for seven hours. Out of a group of forty people, seven of us were left - |
and six companions. | was almost dead. | am grateful to my companions, for they did not allow me to
die. The beatings were horrible, but we humans wanted to live.

The second time that | was condemned to death was for the 60 potatoes which | organized in
order to survive hunger. As a punishment, | received 120 blows with a heavy cudgel. After this beating |
had bones broken in my back, my kidneys were damaged and | was knocked unconscious. They picked
me up and carried me to the crematorium and left me there. But God was with me. Again my good
companions came, picked me up, carried me back to our block and took care of me. | thank God that |
recovered and lived to see the arrival of the Americans.

All that | told you is only one hundredth of my five years’ experiences of life in a concentration
camp. | envy all of you that are in America. There you enjoy peace and all good things, while we must
suffer here. We don’t know what we should do or where we should go.
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You understand now what that false teaching, mechanical progress and Godless civilization gave
to the world. They pushed the world back to the times of the pagans and barbarians. This is totally and
easily understood. Education refused to acknowledge God. Progress did not take our Creator into
account. Civilization was basing itself on the fundamentals of pride, conceit, cunning and shrewdness.
That is the reason why people were bathed in sweat and tears and wallowed in their brothers’ blood for
these long, dark six years.

One would think that at least now, after all these years of hunger and misery, crippling and
death, uncertainty and tears, there will be a general awakening of all the nations in the world. Far from
it! Here and there without a doubt, but the masses are still asleep, or perhaps they are walking about in
numbness and indifference, as in a trance. Meanwhile, the enemy is working and they are showering the
people with lies and falsehoods just as they were doing before.

| am attaching as proof of that, excerpts from the Pastoral letter of the Archbishop of Krakow,
Adam Sapieha, who on August 19" of this year wrote thus: “The horrible methods by which the
Germans waged war tore our country apart in a threatening manner. We had scarcely managed to pick
ourselves up from that curse when again new dangers threaten us as the results of this war and the
ruthless denial of all moral laws and human obligations. We wish to call your attention to a few of these
dangers. Let us recall the Psalmist’s words of gratitude to the Almighty God that God punished us
severely, but He did not condemn us to death and despite all those great sufferings, we were not
condemned to extinction. You should thank God because he helped you to triumph over all of your
experienced. Not only did your faith not weaken, but despite all of the persecutions which you endured,
you had support in your faith and in prayer and you persevered placing your trust in God and remaining
faithful to your Church and to your country. That magnificent, sublime and united attitude of our society
in these past years of oppression should be a guarantee for us that we are capable of making every
effort not to lose this heritage through our own conduct and that our duty is to maintain our religious
and national life on a very high level. It was the will of Divine Providence that thousands of our priests
and many bishops shared imprisonment with you and even death. The fortunes of our Fatherland are
still being weighed and with them, the fortunes or fates of our Church which are so closely related to
our Fatherland. Let us believe in God, that He will lead us victoriously out of all the difficulties that still
await us. However, we must recognize the great responsibility which weighs upon us because our future
depends upon how we proceed today.

At present, we truly need a great, mature wisdom and understanding in our work for our future
depends on it. Even noble motives that have not been sufficiently reflected upon, through a damaging
self-love or due to a narrow party outlook could bring heavy losses to our country. May a national
solidarity, moderation and also courage and the conviction of the legitimacy of the affair govern all of
our actions. Just like our national unity plus wisdom must be observed, so too, it is our sacred obligation
to maintain the moral life of our nation. We must build our strength in our support of justice, law and
morality. Truth is the basis for relationships among peoples. Where lies are present, truth must
completely disappear. Deceitful lips are hateful. Christ said, “Let your speech be yes, yes, no, no.
Whatever is more is evil.” It is very wrong when we exaggerate prices, when we search for indictments
and hand out unjust judgments on our neighbor, when we use words through which we spread
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insinuations which are totally false about their views. There are so many examples that we could give of
such behavior just by citing today’s press or some of the talks that are given. For this reason, it is no
wonder that a lack of confidence is so wide spread in these times that rumors, that are very often
detrimental, spread very quickly. There were so many simple and good souls that were caught in these
snares. This widespread lying is a dangerous sickness of our times and leads to the destruction of
community living. In our country justice must prevail for everyone and cannot be denied to anyone. The
break- up of national unity which led our nation to ruin was a sin, but a greater sin and even a crime is
the spreading of injustice, suspicion, seeking revenge and seeking gain from the moral wrong of our own
brothers. We must sorrowfully admit that these transgressions happen often among us.

As we strive to preserve the health of our nation we must guard the upbringing and education of our
children. We are happy that the greater part of society is engaged in this matter. It is our duty as
Catholics and citizens of Poland to firmly demand that our children be brought up in the principles of the
Catholic faith and that the teaching of religion in schools keep its paramount place where it belongs in
schools. All the intentions which do not agree with these basic principles must be firmly overcome.

Our family life is threatened by the undermining of the Christian foundation of lawful marriage.
Past tests challenging Christian marriage keep returning . As a reason for these plans, they bring out the
defense of freedom and the equality of all people. Is that freedom and legal equality when an attempt is
made to force civil marriage upon Catholics in opposition the Catholic faith which teaches that for a
Catholic, only that marriage is valid and binding which bears the character of the sacrament? Catholics
do not prevent or interfere with anyone who wants to live according to his religion and convictions. For
this reason, we Catholics have an equal right to live according to our faith and therefore demand a
freedom of conscience. The vows taken in church by Catholics should be honored and we should not be
forced to have civil marriages. They tell us of stagnant medieval customs contrasting them with the
morality of today’s culture and this is announced at a time when the horrors of war had not yet faded
away and the wounds caused by the cruelty and lawlessness of the present civilization have not yet
healed. With such arguments they wage war against Christian marriage as an obsolete institution of the
Middle Ages. We believe that our Catholic community will not allow itself to be led down the wrong
road. They know what strength a marriage possesses when it is raised to the dignity of a sacrament, and
this pertains not only to the married couple, for they also know that it raises the level of family life and
safeguards future generations.

St. Paul rightly calls this sacrament a great sacrament in Christ and in the Church. It is indeed a
great sacrament because from it comes the fidelity and the strength of the marriage bond, the morality
of the married couple, the upbringing of children and consequently the future of the nation. The moral
health of a nation depends upon a morally healthy marriage and family life. Experience confirms the
saying that “As married couples live, that’s the way the society proceeds.” The principle of Christian
marriage elevates it to the dignity of a sacrament and the result of this is its Unity and its Indissolubility.
This demands a lot of sacrifices of the married couple, but the nation which exempts its citizens from
that, is signing its own death warrant.




